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NaturalPoint and Cycling 74 support Escape Artists’ work with palliative care home residents. 
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NaturalPoint and Cycling 74, two cutting-edge American IT companies, are sponsoring Escape Artists’ work at the Sue Ryder Care home in Ely by supporting the Charity as new workshop partners. 
For the last 12 months Escape Artists has been working with the Engineering Department at Cambridge University to develop new ways of enabling severely disabled people to communicate through music. With the support of NaturalPoint and Cycling 74 Escape Artists will now be able to provide a greatly enhanced service to residents at Sue Ryder Care Homes throughout the UK.
The two companies kindly donated some of their valuable equipment and software to Escape Artists. Residents of the care home will now be able to use the tools in a series of Escape Artists’ music workshops. The workshops will help patients, who have been diagnosed with conditions such as Multiple Sclerosis or Huntington’s Disease, to explore new ways of expressing themselves and compose a piece of original music. Eventually, the workshop series will culminate in a performance of Adoreus: A Cambridge Cantata at the Royal Opera House. 

Cycling 74 (http://www.cycling74.com) is a San-Francisco based music software company specialising in creative composition and visualisation tools for performers, composers, artists, teachers, and students. NaturalPoint Inc. (http://www.naturalpoint.com) is based in Oregon and produces high quality image tracking technology and unique computer control devices.

Escape Artists’ Musical Director Simon Gunton commented on the sponsorship deals: “We are absolutely delighted. These tools are the latest in IT technology. They will enable us to offer a whole new range of opportunities to our workshop clients, and we will be able to use them over and over again at other care homes throughout the country. A big thank you to NaturalPoint and Cycyling 74.” 
 

· There will be a hands on demonstration of this new technology at an Assistive Music Technology Workshop, Sue Ryder Care, The Bishop's Palace, Ely - June 20th, 2006.
· More information on the music workshops is available in the Sue Ryder Care Newsletter
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 Notes to editors:  
1.       Escape Artists is one of the UK’s leading small charities specialising in arts and social inclusion. Working across art forms and engaging a wide range of socially marginalised communities, the organisation aims at empowering people at the margins of society and helping them to find a way into the mainstream. 
 

2.       Sue Ryder Care is a leading healthcare provider with 17 care centres nationwide and a strong high street presence with 400 shops across the UK . The charity specialises in palliative care, neurological care and homecare and is dedicated to helping people get the best from life. 
 

3.       Escape Artists’ music workshops at the ‘Old Palace’ Sue Ryder Care Home in Ely started in 2005. In the current year, the workshops will run over eight weeks and provide benefits to about 20 long-term patients suffering from degenerative brain disorders. The equipment donated by Natural Point and Cycling 74 will be used by Escape Artists for future workshops throughout the UK. 
 

4.       Escape Artists’ Musical Director Simon Gunton studied at the Royal College of Music and has performed in a huge range of musical styles ranging from appearing as a soloist at the BBC Proms to backing artists such as Robbie Williams and George Michael. 
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